THE BEACON
SMITHVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3005 FERRY LANDING ROAD
DUNKIRK, MARYLAND 20754

Grace and Peace to you in Jesus’ name!
A new year brings with it the hope of new
beginnings, fresh starts, a clean slate. In our personal
lives, that might mean pushing the ‘restart’ button
on our healthy behaviors: simple living, clean
eating, debt reduction or a new exercise program. In
the life of the church, it means planning for our next
ministry adventures. In our first quarter of the year,
as we begin to explore our place in God’s world,
especially in this place called Dunkirk, Calvert
County, we are committing to reading together,
praying together, studying together and working to
discover who we are at this time and in this place.
We are utilizing several tools for this
adventure. One is an on-line survey I mentioned last
month. Readiness 360 will help us to see how ready
we are to “take bold steps forward in ministry and
mission…It measures readiness in four key areas:
Spiritual Intensity, Missional Alignment, Dynamic
Relationships and Cultural Openness.” Everyone in
the church is invited to participate: more is better.
If you do not have a computer or prefer to work with
Pastor Jeannie at church, we will arrange that for
you. This survey will help us to strengthen our
foundation for congregational development as we
discern where God is calling us in ministry and
mission.
Another tool is MissionInsite, a company that
provides demographic data that will help us see
where expected growth or decline might be
indicated in our geographic area. It also explores
religious, employment and education statistics that
might be helpful in our discernment process.
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Finally, all of this will be tied together in
worship and small group study opportunities. We
believe in this process so much that we are giving
every family a copy of Catch Fire in 50 Days, which
we will start reading together on January 6. The first
week explores the resurrection stories. Then, in the
following weeks, we will explore the early church,
the beginning of the Christian movement in the
Book of Acts. Our classes begin on January 15, so
you will have completed the first chapter. Each day
you are asked to read the assigned passage, reflect
on what you have read and respond in faith. (If you
are interested in leading another group, please
contact Pastor Jeannie. We are hopeful that there
will be multiple groups to choose from.)
The prayer of the leadership is that this
process will help us to see the power of the
resurrection with new eyes; to discern the work of
the Holy Spirit in our midst and to pray and reflect
on the impact this might have on our congregation
and our community. This process will provide a
foundation upon which you can build as you affirm
current ministries and missions and begin to dream
about new adventures. Please feel free to share your
questions and concerns with Pastor Jeannie or any
of the leadership in the church council.
Please pray for guidance and discernment as
we begin this process.
Pastor Jeannie
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Let Us Celebrate
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
3
8
9
11
12
17
17
20
23
24
24
27
28
28
31

Scott Tippett
Andrew Fleck
Fran McClenahan
Ikuko Weight
Shelby Howes
Glenn Edgecombe
Mel Howes
Allison Large
Heather Howes
Carlos Machado
Isla Bree Ries
Noah Busch
Angie Stallings
Jacob Riggleman
Patricia Hogan

Let Us Remember

SMITHVILLE UMC INCLEMENT
WEATHER POLICY
When inclement weather
occurs during the week,
Smithville UMC follows
the Calvert County School
System for school closures.
When schools are closed,
SUMC is closed and all
church
activities
are
cancelled.
When the Calvert County School System cancels
activities on the weekend due to the weather, we use
that information plus the most current weather and
road conditions as well as our parking lot’s condition
to make a final determination. We will notify you by
email or phone call regarding weekend activities.
Thank you for your patience as we make difficult
decisions. Ultimately, your safety is our primary
concern. If it is not safe to travel, please stay home.

Those Who Are Worshipping
Apart from Us
Hannah Burke
Leila Dunlap
Homer Hall
Helen Hendricks
Mildred Howes
Mary Rodes
Lois Wade
Alberta Watson
Addresses are on Page 17.

Epiphany Sunday
Pot Luck Lunch
and Gift Exchange

Sunday – January 6
10:45 a.m.
All are invited to join the UMW in
celebrating Epiphany Sunday!
We hope to see everyone there!
If you wish to participate in the
Gift Exchange, please bring a gift that
does not exceed a value of $15.
Baked goods are welcomed.
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WORSHIP INFORMATION

UPCOMING WORSHIP THEMES
January 06

Epiphany Sunday (Communion)
Wesley’s Covenant Service

Matthew 2:1-12

Catch Fire in 50 Days: Joining a Movement of God’s Mission in the World

January 13

Raised With Christ
Baptism of the Lord Sunday

John 20:1-8; Colossians 3:1-4
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 20

Catch Fire

John 20:19-31; Acts 1-2

January 27

Keep It Burning

Luke 24:13-35; Acts 3-4

February 03

Shine Brightly

John 10:1-18; Acts 5-6

February 10

Fan the Flame

John 14:1-14; Acts 7-8

February 17

Spread Wildly

John 14:15-21; Acts 9-10

February 24

Start More Fires

John 17:1-11; Acts 11-13:3

March 03

A New Day

John 7:37-39; Acts 2:1-13

March 06

Ash Wednesday

The Season of Lent Begins

Catch the Fire Bible Study on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning 1/15 – 2/26.
Readiness 360 Survey will begin on 1/6 through 1/21.

SUMC Quarterly
Community Breakfast
Saturday – January 5
7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
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We need cooks, servers, greeters,
cashiers, and people to clean up.
Even if you can’t help, please
come out and support SUMC by
dining and sharing fellowship.
For information, please call
James Jackson at 301-651-5418.
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KIDS CLUB
“For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
(Luke 2:11 KJV)

January Donation Item:
Toothbrushes
Can you see the smiles on 164 children’s faces? WE
CAN. A big THANK YOU to our Smithville family
for helping that happen.
Our committee wants to continue to do it again in
2019. We changed our monthly donation list a little
using suggestions from you.
Thank you to Carol Paschall for making our signs
and to Bill Barnes for delivering the boxes to
Dunkirk Baptist Church.
Looking forward for another good year,
Anita Brown, Kay Campbell, and Betty Tippett
Operation Christmas Child Committee

During the month of December, we stopped our
regular studies to enjoy the Christmas holidays
with our students. We began with a movie about
a young sheperd boy, who was working on the
anniversary of the birth of Jesus. The sheperd boy
was crippled and his father had died. His dad
used to tell him about the day that the sheperds
were keeping their watch over their sheep and
they had a visitor. The visitor told the sheperds
about the Christ child being born. The father of the
little crippled sheperd boy also had been a
sheperd when he was young; in fact, he was the
youngest sheperd working the day the visitor told
them of the birth of Christ. He and the other
sheperds decided to go and find this child. They
saw Christ and it changed their lives forever.
The young crippled boy liked to tell people this
story. One year, while he was preparing for his
dinner on the anniversary of Christ’s birth, a
stranger came and the young boy shared his
dinner with the stranger and told him the story.
At the end of the story, we learn that the stranger
who was invited to dinner was Jesus. When Jesus
left after dinner that evening, the young boy was
healed.

Betty and the people of Smithville UMC,
We really appreciate your generous donation
of shoe boxes to Operation Christmas Child!
Many children around the world will open
your boxes with excitement and smiles!
May god bless you with peace, joy, and love
this Christmas season!
OCC Dunkirk Team
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We also discussed the Advent season, explained
the meaning of Advent, and talked about the
day’s verse.
In January we will go back to our regular studies.
May each and every one enjoy the hope, peace,
joy, and love of Christmas and have a blessed
New Year.
Betty Tippett
Sunday School Superintendent
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NEEDLES ON A
MISSION

NEEDLES ON A MISSION
BLESSINGS AND DEDICATIONS
FOR GOD’S GLORY

“When you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door
behind you, and pray to your Father secretly.“
Matthew 6:6
Have you ever thought what a wonderful privilege it
is to have the liberty of asking God to meet with you
and to hear what you have to say? We should use
such a privilege gladly and faithfully.
“When you pray,“ says Jesus, “go away by yourself,
shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father
secretly.“ This means two things. 1) Shut the world
out; withdraw from all the thoughts and concerns of
the day. 2) Shut yourself in alone with God to pray in
secret. Let this be your chief object in prayer, to
realize the presence of your heavenly father. Let your
goal be: “Alone with God.“
Being alone in His presence and praying to the Father
in secret is only the beginning. Come to him in the
full assurance that He knows how you long for his
help in guidance. He will listen to you.
Then follows the great promise of verse 6: “Then your
Father, who knows all secrets, will reward you.”
Your father will see to it that your prayer is not in
vain. Prayer in secret will be followed by the secret
working of God in your heart.
I invite you to join us around the table on Tuesday
afternoons between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m. During the
month of January, we will be learning how to
repair, join, and seam crocheted “Granny Squares.”
Join us to either share your talents or learn together
with us. Enjoy a time of fellowship, prayer,
knitting, crocheting, quilting, or working with
needles in other ways. Be the hands and feet of
Jesus, sharing His love and your gift of time and
talents to Smithville Church.
Please let me know if someone you know needs
prayer, or may be comforted by a prayer cloth or
prayer shawl, threaded with prayers of love and
hope, a gift bringing blessings of comfort, gifts of
warmth, and the knowledge that they are loved.
For more details about our prayer ministry, please
contact me at: sevenwings77@gmail.com.
Blessings, Pat Cranford
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November 13, 2018
55 Hats for
“Caps For The Cold“
School Children of
Mt. Harmony, Beach, and
Windy Hill Elementary Schools
[Knitted and/or Crocheted by: Kay Campbell,
Janet Hines, Carolyn Humphrey, Brian Lesher,
Cathy Lesher, and Alberta Watson ]

November 14, 2018
Prayer Baby Blanket
for Braden Phillip Cranford
[Knitted by Pat Cranford]
Blessings,
Pat Cranford

B IRTH A NN OUNCEME NT

We praise God for H is answer to
our prayers. God blessed our
family fa r greater than we could
have ever asked for or imagined
with the birth of B raden Phill ip
Cranford, born to Rachel and
Phill ip Cranford, on Wednesday,
November 28, at 3:49 a.m. Braden
weighed 6 pounds, 8 ounces and
was 19 inches in length. For those
of you reaching out to Rachel and
Phill ip during their t ime of
cele brat ion, their address is:
5523 Baskin Street
Churchton, MD 20753
Thank you for your love &
prayers!
Love,
Pat Cranford
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You Are Invited
To Attend an Adult Bible Study
Sunday Mornings – 8:45 a.m. – Room 204
In Unshakable Hope,
pastor and New York
Times best-selling author,
Max Lucado, examines
twelve of God’s promises
that he has turned to over
the years to encourage
himself and others. Each
chapter explores one
significant promise and
reveals how it will equip
you to overcome challenging circumstances, experience lasting security and
make wise decisions.

Life throws tough things at us!
Don’t suffer alone.
Reach out and
let a Stephen Minister
walk with you, listen to you, and provide the
Christian care, encouragement, and spiritual
support you need.

To learn more about how to receive this
CONFIDENTIAL care, contact Betty Nobles at
301-855-8327 or bjntwn@gmail.com or
Pastor Jeannie at revpjmarsh@gmail.com.

Join this class, which
began September 16,
on any Sunday. You
can begin easily at
any point.

Helping Local Children in Need

Readiness 360 On-line Survey
01/06 - 01/21
Bible Study
Catch Fire in 50 Days
Tuesday Evenings
@ 7:00 p.m.
01/15 – 02/26
Sixth Annual Chili Cook-Off Contest
02/16
6:00 p.m.
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
03/05

We praise God for your kind and generous
hearts. This year, the Coats of Many Colors
Ministry has helped provide about 50 NEW coats to
local children in need. Thank you for making sure
the coats were at the church in time for delivery to
the schools.
Because of the extremely cold weather, the schools
anticipate that there may be additional needs. If so,
they will notify me and I will let you know.
The schools are very grateful that Smithville UMC
cares about the children of Calvert County. They
would like for me to thank you on their behalf.
Again, WE PRAISE GOD for the kind hearts
and generous spirits of
Smithville UMC.
Thank you for being a part of this important
local ministry.
Betty Nobles

Ash Wednesday
03/06

January 2019
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GOD’S BOUNTY
GARDEN
God’s Bounty is now
a tax-exempt, nonstock corporation. Its
mission is to provide
a community garden
for purposes of growing, harvesting, sowing, and donating food products
to charitable organizations, such as local food
pantries, to help end hunger in Calvert County and
to support Christmas in April projects.
I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to
help in the garden and the produce stand. Expect a
blessing from the Lord for your hard work and the
giving of your time. We raised over $4,500 from the
produce stand and gave thousands of pounds of
produce to local pantries.
God’s Blessings,
God’s Bounty, Inc.
Tommy Miller, President
Bill Barnes, Vice-President
Dave Fondelier, Secretary/Treasurer
They share freely and give
generously to the poor. Their
good deeds will be
remembered forever.
Psalms 112:9

PROJECT ECHO
We would like to thank all those who contributed
to providing a delicious dinner to the residents of
project ECHO during 2018. Your support is
greatly appreciated. The dinner in October was
prepared by: Anita Brown, Bill Barnes, Dave and
Sharon Fondelier, Sue Gillette, Janet Hines, Janet
Machado, Marianna Moxley, Betty Nobles, Betty
Tippett, and Bonnie Whittington.

During 2019, Smithville UMC will prepare a
dinner for Project ECHO residents on the
following Tuesdays: January 29, April 30, July 30,
October 29, and December 31.
We can always use helpers to handle various
aspects of this special project—e.g., to plan a
delicious dinner, to contribute food items, to be on
hand in the kitchen the evening of the dinner to
accept food donations, to assemble the meal
packages, and to transport meals to the shelter. If
you would enjoy serving in any of these ways,
please contact me at 301-855-3021.
Thank you,
Kay Campbell

Thank you , M arci, and all the
me mbe rs of the P raise Te am
who, o nce ag ain, ble ssed us
w ith The Sounds of Chr istmas!

January 2019
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SERVANTS (VOLUNTEERS) NEEDED
Recently, some very difficult decisions were made as we continue to reduce our spending. While we
appreciate Allison Large’s contributions to our office over the last few years, our church office will now
be staffed by volunteers. There are a number of administrative tasks that we are seeking assistance with.
We hope to have multiple folks engage in these projects so that the opportunity for service is shared.
Computer experience is needed for most of these tasks but not all. Please talk to Pastor Jeannie if you have
additional questions or would be available to help.
Weekly Worship/Sanctuary
1. Weekly - Worship Bulletins and Inserts – fold/stuff (prayers, activities, etc.)
2. Weekly – PowerPoint Presentation for Worship (experience with PowerPoint is necessary)
3. Maintain pew envelopes/pens in the sanctuary
4. Maintain bulletin board in the Sanctuary
Lobby TV
5. Monthly – prepare the PowerPoint presentation for the lobby (computer experience necessary)
Administration
6. Prepare and send memorial acknowledgement letters as needed (computer experience necessary)
7. Prepare welcome letter (computer experience necessary)
8. Prepare the weekly Joys and Concerns: type the information from the prayer requests/email Time
sensitive: should be emailed on Monday’s (computer experience necessary)
9. Print and cut inserts for bulletins (computer experience necessary)
10. Print and cut prayer list inserts for the bulletin (computer experience necessary)
11. Organizing photos/images for PowerPoint presentations (computer experience necessary)
Membership Secretary -- Maintain the database for church membership (computer experience
necessary)
Poinsettia Coordinator
1. Update Order Form (price/last day to order)
2. Consolidate Orders
3. Type bulletin/acknowledgements (computer experience necessary)
4. Order from Greenstreet Gardens
5. Coordinate delivery date
6. Coordinate help for delivery and sanctuary placement
7. Keep watered
8. Donate/Discard in January

January 2019
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WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO TEACH
ME, LORD?
I asked this question to God when I learned that my life
changed and I am still going to go through this and was told
I can count on a year of treatment. It started in May. I kept it
a secret, thinking it would be over and the lump removed—
no problem. The day of my biopsy, when I got home, I got a
call from Betty Nobles. Miss Ruby Howard passed and could
I make something. Why I don’t know, but I told Betty about
my lump and that I just had a biopsy. (I believe I am her
Stephen Ministry patient—not according to the plan). She
keeps an eye on me and is very caring.
So now I need surgery to remove this lump; they said they
didn’t know what it was. I was sent to Dr. Wen Liang at the
Calvert Breast Center. What a great doctor—very compassionate and explained everything and answered our
questions. She said the operation would take 35 minutes—in
and out. Off to hospital at 7:00 a.m.—first patient.
I told Pastor Jeannie what was going on in my life. She said a
prayer with me and has been a blessing to me during all this
time.
Well, my surgery went as planned with Dr. Liang; but
complications made me the last patient to leave the hospital
that day—7:00 a.m. to about 6:30 p.m. that night. I am well
known at the Calvert Hospital. Went for my visit to Dr. Liang
to find out results. I had Stage 1 breast cancer (SHOCK),
Infiltrating Ductal Carcinoma, triple negative. Need second
surgery for lymph nodes. I was promised all would go well—
they would take care of me. Pastor Jeannie called me and
prayed with me. It helped and I felt at peace. ALL WENT
WELL! Dr. Liang called me as soon as she got results; I am
now Stage 2—it spread to my lymph nodes (SHOCK). She felt
that she had removed all my cancer. So now the Johns
Hopkins doctors recommend chemotherapy and then
radiation.
I finally told my friends and the Sunday School teachers. (By
the way, I feel we have the best teachers. They stepped up for
me and they respected my ways of telling it in my time for I
am not good at talking in large group. They love your
children, they love the Lord and I feel they are great—Patty
Hogan, Jennifer Nobles, Joanne Chaney, and Lamarr
Paschall.)
My friends were right there for me and respected my way (as
in the song, “I Did It My Way”) of telling it one at a time. A
big surprise, but shouldn’t have been, my grandchildren
accept me with Big Hugs. Then I have heard from friends who
have gone through what I am going through and have called
and helped so much—Thank You.
I talked to Pastor Jeannie and said I didn’t realize that women
who have gone through this don’t speak of it. Pastor Jeannie
held a Breast Cancer Sunday and women wore PINK and we
had a craft activity where we made scarves with pink—even
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the men made scarves. It was great. Thank you, Pastor
Jeannie. I told my oncologist, Dr. Patel, what you did. She said
to tell you she loves you and to thank you; she wished more
would do that.
Then I heard about my friend who has a different type cancer
than I have, and I cried for her and have been praying for her
every day. There are many people who have the “Big C”—all
different kinds. Please pray for all people on that prayer chain;
we don’t know their stories, but they need our prayers anyway.
Well, my first chemo was not typical. I ended up in the hospital
and it took a long time to recover. I had low sodium and now I
am hooked on pretzel sticks and putting salt on my food. Tastes
good too; after years of watching my salt, now I have to add salt.
I have to take care of myself. Well, they gave me a choice of
continuing or quitting the treatments—therapy could be bad
every time. The Lord said, “You can’t give up now.” My verses:
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me,”
Philippians 4:13, and “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong
and of good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed
for the Lord thy God is with thee withersoever thou goest.”
Joshua 1:9
I had a good week before and made it to Church and while I
was opening the Office door I heard someone running down the
hall and I got a BIG Hug from Noah Busch and off he ran. That
made my day. I explained all to my older students and they took
it great. I was able to go to the Church musical even while it
snowed (my husband drove me). Thank you, Marci; it was great
and fellowship was great. Tuesday—second chemo treatment—
my sodium was up, all blood tests good, and I had a good day.
Just tired and am resting. Thank you for your prayers.
What is God trying to teach me: One, I am not alone--my
Smithville family has reached out to me with love, prayers,
cards, dinners, calling and telling their stories and giving me
encouragement. They have been so understanding, making it
easy for me to keep going on. They are friends and I share
fellowship with them. But remember, there are people who are
hurting too; please pray for them. Pray without ceasing.
Smithville UMC—“A Beacon of Hope.” That is my word:
“HOPE.”
I cannot go without mentioning my loving husband, Wayne:
understanding, keeping me on the right path. He says that, after
this, he doesn’t know if he is a good husband or a good wife.
We are totally in this together—please pray for him too. And for
my son, Scott, and his family too.
Thank you, my Church family, for accepting me. I knew it,
but now I feel it. Thank you to all who have just given me
a pat on the shoulder, a hug, and a smiling face. I love each
and every one of you.
I will have two chemo treatments in January.
Betty Tippett, Your Sister in Christ
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ZIMBABWE
You are the wind
beneath my wings.
A simple thank
you for what you
do.
I was listening to
Bette Midler sing
“ W i n d B e n ea t h
M y W i n g s ” and
the words made
me think of my
Smithville Family.
Years ago, you encouraged and supported me
on my first mission to Zimbabwe.
The Bible says we’re stewards — or managers — of
all that God has given us. We’re responsible for
using our resources in a way that impacts the
Kingdom. God doesn’t just give you resources for
your own enjoyment, but to make a difference in the
world around you. God never blesses us just to sit
on what we have. He blesses us so we can bless
others. The worst thing you can do is live simply for
today and live for yourself. God did not put you on
Earth to live for yourself. He created you to be like
Christ.
I am blessed with the many friends and now family
I have in Zimbabwe and have watched as lives have
been changed and lives saved. I am truly loved by
many but it is because of you, Smithville.
“You’ve been content to let me shine; you always
walked a step behind. I was the one with all the
glory, while you were the one with all the strength.”
I have a passion and a love for my Zimbabwe
brothers and sisters. Every time I see a need or am
concerned about my African family, I ask for your
help. You have always responded with your
prayers, love and support.
“It might have appeared to go unnoticed, but I’ve
got it all here in my heart.”
I will return to Zimbabwe in a couple of weeks.
There is much to do and, to some, the problems and
difficulties seem insurmountable. I know that God
will use me to help shine a beacon of light that will
bring glory to Him. Thanks to SUMC, the hands and
feet of Jesus will be offering love and hope. I will be
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rewarded with the love returned to me by the people
I come in contact with. I will be rewarded when
many thank Jesus for the good things happening in
their lives. But, I am flying high because of you,
Smithville.
“I could fly higher than an eagle, cause you are the
wind beneath my wings.”
It is not just me; you are The Wind Beneath the
Wings of many.
I humbly thank you and wish you all a blessed and
happy new year.
Dave Bonney

SOWING AND REAPING
The law of sowing and reaping is true in every area
of life. If you sow criticism, you’re going to reap
criticism. If you sow love, you’ll reap love. If you
sow kindness, you will reap kindness. And you
always reap more than you sow. When you plant
one watermelon seed in the ground, you don’t get
one seed back. You get a whole watermelon filled
with hundreds of seeds. You always get more back
—positive or negative — of what you put out in life.
We know that Christ came to Earth to do two things:
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark
10:45).
When we begin to follow Jesus, he empowers us for
a life of service. The more we become like Jesus, the
more we will serve others.
We have sowed many seeds in Zimbabwe and we
are now seeing the fruit that has been produced. My
favorite example of this is Partners for Success. Four
(Albert, Emmanuel, Lucky and Christine) of the
children we pray for, led by Albert, have created this
group of 16 university students. These students
want to encourage and motivate students in poor
rural schools. They believe they have been blessed
in order to be a blessing to others. I will have the
opportunity to meet all the students and speak to the
group as a whole. I am hoping to get one of their
Smithville United Methodist Church shirts. Sowing
a little reaps much.
[Continued on Next Page]
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Sowing and Reaping [Continued from Previous Page]

Lloyd, who I met sitting under a tree learning math
at a school with no desks, chairs or even classrooms,
has just finished his year as a student teacher,
teaching high school physics. This one boy is a role
model to the 120 students he interacted with daily as
well as the staff at his school. It is not a mission
school, but Lloyd is very open to expressing that all
his good fortune is from the love of Jesus Christ.
Sowing a little reaps much.
Munyaradzi is one of the hardest working boys I
have ever met. Abandoned and abused at a very
young age, he is determined to succeed.
Munyaradzi’s strength, character and focus are fired
by his faith and love of Christ. Thanks to “mother
June,” this boy from Hanwa has finished his last
2 years at Macheke High School, where other
students looked to him as a leader and helper as they
prepared for the very important Advanced Level
exams. This young man from Hanwa Mission
School was an example to the 600 government
school students. Sowing a little reaps much.
Another example of sowing and reaping is the girl
Shalom at the Murewa School for the Visually
Impaired. Thanks to the Smithville UMC, this girl is
excelling at school. Assaulted and blinded at age 5
and abandoned by her parents, she is known by all
1,500 students at the school as the blessed girl.
The boy Simba, who was HIV positive at age 13 and
not expected to see age 14, has become a bit of a
celebrity to the Hanwa community. Near death
numerous times, this now 20-year-old is alive
because of his faith and hope which is fueled by our
love. All the community is in awe of the miracle of
his life. This is another seed we sowed.
There are many stories to tell and even more yet to
be written. Please continue to sow the seeds of hope
and love. Your prayers and support are affecting
many more than you can imagine. Please keep our
children in your prayers: Allan, Evidence, Wilfred,
Violet, Fortune, David Caleb, Charlie, Jonah,
Memory, Christine, Talent, Albert, Emmanuel,
Calvin, Luckymore, Lloyd, David, John, Shalom,
Edmond and Munyaradzi.
Smithville United Methodist Church is changing
lives and you are saving lives. Because of the work
you are doing, the hands and feet of Christ now have
dozens more arms and dozens more legs.
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I will be in Zimbabwe in a couple of weeks and rely
on your continued prayers and support. Thank you
for the work you have done and for what you will
continue in 2019.
God bless you and thank you.
Dave Bonney

Prayer Request
Dave will depart for Zimbabwe on
January 13 and return on February 4.
Please remember to cover him in
prayer during his mission trip.

SMITHVILLE UMW NEWS
Happy New Year to all!
I look forward to a new year as your
President of the UMW. Our first order of business
for 2019 is to do something different. As stated in a
previous article, we plan to celebrate Epiphany
Sunday on January 6. All members of the congregation are invited to join us for a Pot Luck meal
after the 10:00 service and have a gift exchange as
well. The gift exchange is strictly your choice if you
want to participate or not. The maximum value of
gifts is $15 and one gift idea recommended is baked
goods.
This will mostly be a social event so that everyone
will feel comfortable being there. I plan to cook a
ham and if everyone else can share a side dish or
dessert, that would be great.
I plan to have a calendar of events over the next
several months so that our members can get the
information on their calendars. I look forward to
seeing everyone on January 6. Bring your smiles
and your appetites.
I also want to thank everyone for their cards, calls
and prayers during my recent illness. I do have one
more step to complete, but after that I should be
good to go. God Bless each and every one of you.
Susan Howes
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2019 Smithville Church Council
Chairperson: Betty Nobles
Lay Leader:
Lay Member to Conference (LMAC):
Worship Coordinator:
Stephen Ministry Coordinator:
Sunday School Superintendent:
Missions Chair:
Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair:
Finance Committee Chair:
Financial Secretary:
Board of Trustees Chair:
Treasurer:
Youth Representative:
United Methodist Women President:
Church Historian:
At Large Member:
Family Ministries:
Membership Secretary:
Church Council Secretary:
Cemetery Committee Representative:
Pastor:

Class of 2021
Roger Catterton
James Jackson (LMAC)
------ (Lay Leader)

-----James Jackson
-----Betty Nobles
Betty Tippett
Dave Bonney
Glenn Edgecombe
James Jackson
Betty Tippett
Mike Honeycutt
Dee Cooper
-----Susan Howes
Susan Howes
David Fondelier
Andrea Busch
-----Marsha Reinhardt
Lucy Jackson
Reverend Jeannie Marsh

Staff-Parish Relations Committee
Class of 2020
Glenn Edgecombe (Chair)
Jennifer Nobles (Secretary)

Class of 2019
Larry Chaney
Bill Cooper
Patty Hogan
Steve Humphrey
Allen Johnston

Finance Committee
Finance Chair:
Lay Member to Annual Conference:
SPRC Chair:
Trustee Chair:
Lay Leader:
Financial Secretary:
Treasurer:
Church Council Chair:

James Jackson
James Jackson
Glenn Edgecombe
Mike Honeycutt
-----Betty Tippett
Dee Cooper
Betty Nobles

At Large: Emily Johnston
At Large: Dave Fondelier

Endowment Committee
Glenn Edgecombe
Karen Edgecombe

James Jackson (Finance Chair)
Mike Honeycutt
Marcia Leitch

Betty Nobles

Continued on Next Page
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2019 Smithville Church Council [Page 2 of 3]

Board of Trustees
Class of 2021
Dave Fondelier
Lamarr Paschall

Class of 2020
Bill Barnes
Mike Honeycutt (Chair)
Tommy Miller

Class of 2019
David Nobles
Terry Nobles
Gary Reinhardt
Erin Troncone

Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development
Chair: Reverend Jeannie Marsh
Class of 2021
Sharon Fondelier
Sue Gillett
Brenda Honeycutt

Class of 2020
Dave Fondelier
Susan Howes
Betty Nobles
Bonney Whittington

Lay Leader: -----Class of 2019
Joanne Chaney
Karen Edgecombe
Erin Troncone

Missions Committee
Christmas in April:
Coats of Many Colors:
Fresh Start:
Food Pantry Liaison:
God’s Bounty:
Operation Christmas Child:
Project ECHO:
Safe Nights Coordinators:
Social Concerns:
Zimbabwe Mission:

Chair: Dave Bonney
James Jackson
Betty Nobles
Betty Nobles
Tim McClenahan
Tommy Miller
Betty Tippett, Anita Brown
Kay Campbell, Marianna Moxley, Betty Tippett
Lucy Jackson and Bonnie Whittington
Betty Tippett
Dave Bonney

Safe Sanctuary (Accountable to Staff-Parish Relations Committee)
Reverend Jeannie Marsh
Bill Barnes
Glenn Edgecombe
James Jackson

Betty Nobles
Betty Tippett
------ (Lay Leader)

Smithville Auxiliary (Accountable to the Trustees)
Anita Brown
Dee Cooper
Sharon Fondelier
Janet Hines

Co-Chairs: Lucy Jackson and Betty Nobles
Brenda Honeycutt
Susan Howes
Carolyn Humphrey
Linda Jenkins

Kathy Massaro
Terry Nobles
Bonne Whittington

Cemetery Committee (Incorporated Under the Trustees)
Reverend Jeanne Marsh
Dee Cooper (Church Treasurer)
Dave Fondelier

Chair: Terry Nobles
Mike Honeycutt (Trustee Chair)
Lucy Jackson
Tommy Miller

David Nobles
Bonnie Whittington (Secretary)
Bartley Wood

Communications
Newsletter: Carolyn Humphrey

Web Design: Dave Bonney
Continued on Next Page
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2019 Smithville Church Council [Page 3 of 3]

Worship Committee
Worship Coordinator:
Technology Coordinator:
Head Usher:
Hospitality:
Music Director:
Lay Leader:
Arts Ministry:
Nursery:
Prayer Chain:
Acolytes:
Communion Steward:
Organist:
Lay Member to Annual Conference
At Large:
Worship Leaders:

----------James Jackson
James Jackson, Lee Cattell
Marci Fleck
-----Priscilla Catterton
-----Betty Nobles
David Nobles
Marianna Moxley
Bartley Wood
James Jackson
Mike Honeycutt (Trustee Chair)
Dave Bonney, Bill Cooper, Lynn Jennings-Crowe,
Patty Hogan, Carol Paschall, JoAnne Smith

We are blessed to have so many people serve God in so many ways.
As you can see, there are some vacancies that still need to be filled.
If you feel God is calling you to serve, or you just have a question about a vacancy,
please contact Pastor Jeannie (410-446-0731).

January 2019
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ADDRESS LIST
FOR THOSE IN OUR
THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Students Away at College:

Hannah Burke
2071 McCracken Drive
Dunkirk, MD 20754
Leila Dunlap
P.O. Box 575
Mt. Enterprise, TX 75681
Homer Hall
The Hermitage
13325 Dowell Road
Solomons, MD 20688
Helen Hendricks
8933 Chesapeake Avenue, Apt. 204A
North Beach, MD 20714
Mildred Howes
4375 Ferry Landing Road
Dunkirk, MD 20754
Mary Rodes
9807 Empire Court
Dunkirk, MD 20754
Lois Wade
420 West Dares Beach Road, Apt. 213
Prince Frederick, MD 20678

Sarah Foster
York College of PA
Attn: Sarah Foster
Northside Commons
Box #529
441 Country Club Road
York, PA 17403-3651

2018 OFFERING
STATEMENTS
I will send your Offering Statements
for year 2018 by the end of January
2019.
Thank you and have a wonderful
New Year,
Betty Tippett,
Financial Secretary

Chris Howes
14 Colvin Circle
Troy, NY 12180
Lexi Nobles
73 Orange Street, Unit D
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Kaitlin Riggleman
TU Unit 0311
8000 York Road
Towson, MD 21252
Sarah Wessinger
CCU-Box 51266
107 Founders Drive
Conway, SC 29526

Alberta Watson
11011 Southern Maryland Boulevard
Dunkirk, MD 20754

HEART TO HEART MINISTRY

Please remember to visit, make a call, or send a card to
our members who are not able to join us in worship.
You are being the hands and feet of Jesus by showing
God’s love.
Praise God for the caring hearts of our church family.

NEXT ISSUE OF THE
BEACON
Articles for the next issue of our
newsletter are due by noon on Tuesday,
January 15. Articles may be emailed to
sthumphrey@comcast.net or may be
placed in my mailbox.
Carolyn Humphrey

For more information about this ministry, please see
Betty Nobles.

January 2019
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THE BEACON
January 2019
Smithville United Methodist Church
3005 Ferry Landing Road, Dunkirk, MD 20754
Rev. Dr. Jeannie Marsh
Visit our website:
http://www.smithvilleumcdunkirk.org
Email: smithvilleumcdunkirk@gmail.com
Telephone: 410-257-3160

Address Service Requested

______________________________________________________________________________________
Even on my servants, both men
and women, I will pour out my
SPIRIT in those days. Acts 2:22

Sunday Worship

January 2019
Sat

05

Sun 06

Sun
Sun
Tue
Tue
Fri
Mon
Mon
Tue

06
13
15
15
18
21
28
29

SUMC Quarterly Community Breakfast – 7:00 to
10:30 a.m.
Epiphany Sunday Pot Luck Lunch and Gift Exchange
Following Worship Service -- Sponsored by UMW –
EVERYONE INVITED!
Readiness 360 On-Line Survey Begins
Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Bible Study: Catch Fire in 50 Days @ 7:00 p.m.
Newsletter Articles Due by Noon
Writers by the Bay – 7:00 to 11:30 p.m.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
Church Council Meeting – 7:00 p.m.
Project ECHO Dinner – Donations Due @ 5:00 p.m.

Happy New Year!

10:00 a.m.

Christian Education
Students Will Meet in the Sanctuary
Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
PreK and Elementary – Room 110
Middle and High School – Room 108
Students Will Remain in Worship
on Communion Sundays
Adult Classes and Study Groups
Will Meet at 8:45 a.m.

Weekly Events
Tue
Wed

Needles on a Mission
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Praise Team Rehearsal – 6:30 p.m.

