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Grace and Peace to you in Jesus’ name! 

 While January brings the hope of new beginnings, 
February reminds us of snow men, hot cocoa and logs 
burning in the fireplace!  February is the month of 
settling into a new book wrapped in a cozy quilt. And for 
gardeners, it is the month we pore over catalogues of 
promise: seeds, flowers, vegetables, warm weather…and 
as I see the snow on the ground, I am brought back to 
reality. 

 What does February feel like in your Spiritual life?  
Have you committed to reading, reflecting, responding 
and praying for your church family?  Do you feel a 
closeness developing with the Lord or maybe just 
reigniting?  Is our Catch Fire in 50 Days study touching 
your spirit?  I pray that the study will have a long-lasting 
impact on your relationship with one another and with 
the community around you.   

 At the time of this newsletter, we do not yet have 
the results of the Readiness 360 survey or the Mission 
Insite demographic study, but we will be sharing the 
results from these tools as they become available.  In the 
meantime, as we identify our strengths and challenges, 
let’s continue to be in prayer for our church and 
community. I am grateful to all who have participated in 
the reading, the small groups and the survey. 

 Each time a small group gets together, this 
question is asked, “How have you experienced God 
recently in your life?”  We are asking this question to 
help you start noticing God in your life more.  It’s not 
that God is more present as a result of our reading, 
reflecting, responding, and praying.  It’s more likely that 
we are more present to seeing God in action or 
recognizing God in the face of another. Paying attention 
to the seemingly ordinary moments of life is where we 
see Jesus best:  in a meal or along the shore, in the quietly 
falling snow, in the song of a bird or the sound of children 
laughing.  Perhaps you sense the presence of God when 
you light a candle or turn on background music as         
you prepare  for  your   quiet  time.   Maybe   there   is   a  

 

peacefulness that settles into your soul when you close 
your eyes and breathe deeply for just a few minutes.    

 In the midst of our routinely busy days, I invite 
you to think about ways that God is present to you.  Have 
you shared your God-sightings with anyone?  Maybe a 
Face Book friend or a text or a hand-written note or even 
meeting face to face for a cup of tea.  I’m sure you’ve 
seen the mug inscribed, “All I need is coffee and a little 
Jesus.”  In essence, I’m asking you to find someone to 
accompany you on this journey or to be that companion 
for someone else. 

 How have you experienced God recently in your 
life?  The key word for me in this question is recently.  It 
takes practice to experience – to taste and see that the 
Lord is good… Think of using all of your senses: sight, 
sound, taste, touch and smell to experience God.  Think 
of your last coffee shop experience – as soon as you enter 
the space…the smells, the conversation, the interaction 
with a barista, the selection of flavors, a communal space, 
music, art… 

 Consider your experience of church.  Do you feel 
the power of the Holy Spirit in the art, music, bread or 
cup?  Fellowship, conversation, coffee brewing, shared 
meals, prayers with and for others?  Is there a word of 
Scripture that touches your emotion?  Is there power in 
serving the least or the lonely? In turning the ground or 
planting a seed?  In preparing a meal or gifting an 
education?  In knitting a hat or providing a coat?  In 
repairing a home or providing a safe space to sleep?  Do 
you feel the power of the Holy Spirit in these actions?   

 I pray that these 50 days will allow you the grace 
to discover the power of the Holy Spirit in your life and 
together, may we discover God’s plan for our 
community. 

   Blessings, 
   Pastor Jeannie 

           Rev. Dr. Jeannie Marsh, Pastor 
                Marci Fleck, Music Director 
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Let Us Celebrate    
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2 Pat Cranford 
3 Mary Rodes 
5 Pastor Jeannie 

10 Kathy Massaro 
13 Mike Honeycutt 
15 Joanna Crowe 
15 Makayla Frohlich 
17 Alberta Watson 
21 Astmar Palsson 
24 Joyce Green 
24 Marty Sealy 

  
 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 14 Marty and Kathie Sealey 
14 Ron and Marci Fleck 

 

 Let Us Remember   
Those Who Are Worshipping 

  Apart from Us 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SMITHVILLE UMC INCLEMENT 
WEATHER POLICY 

When inclement weather 
occurs during the week, 
Smithville UMC follows 
the Calvert County School 
System for school closures. 
When schools are closed, 
SUMC is closed and all 
church activities are 
cancelled. 

When the Calvert County School System cancels 
activities on the weekend due to the weather, we use 
that information plus the most current weather and 
road conditions as well as our parking lot’s condition 
to make a final determination. We will notify you by 
email or phone call regarding weekend activities.  

Thank you for your patience as we make difficult 
decisions. Ultimately, your safety is our primary 
concern. If it is not safe to travel, please stay home. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Hannah Burke 
Leila Dunlap 
Homer Hall 

Helen Hendricks 
Mildred Howes 

Mary Rodes 
Lois Wade 

Alberta Watson 
Addresses are on Page 9. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

UMW Quarterly Meeting 
and Prayer and Self-Denial Service 

March 3, 2019 
Following Worship Service 

 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

03/05 

Ash Wednesday 
03/06 
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Catch Fire in 50 Days:   
Joining a Movement of God’s Mission in the World 

 
 

 

 

February 03 Shine Brightly     John 10:1-18; Acts 5-6 

February 10 Fan the Flame     John 14:1-14; Acts 7-8 

February 17 Spread Wildly     John 14:15-21; Acts 9-10 

February 24 Start More Fires     John 17:1-11; Acts 11-13:3 

March 03 A New Day     John 7:37-39; Acts 2:1-13 

March 06 Ash Wednesday     The Season of Lent Begins 
  
 

Catch the Fire in 50 Days – Small Group Study 
Sunday Mornings at 8:45 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

W O R S H I P  I N F O R M A T I O N
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February Donation 
Items: 
Hair Brushes, Combs,  
and Comb Picks 

 

 
 
 

  

 

KIDS CLUB 
 
 

“This is my commandment,  
that you love one another,  

as I have loved you.”  
(John 15:12 KJV) 

 
February is the month of love. 

Our elementary students are learning the  
books of the New Testament  

and stories from it. 
Our older students are learning about  

Jesus and His love for us. 
 

Our classes are held  
during the Worship Service  

and all children are invited to come  
and fellowship and learn together. 

 
Betty Tippett 

Sunday School Superintendent 

 

You Are Invited 
To Attend an Adult Bible Study  

Sunday Mornings – 8:45 a.m. – Room 204 
 
In Unshakable Hope, 
pastor and New York 
Times best-selling author, 
Max Lucado, examines 
twelve of God’s promises 
that he has turned to over 
the years to encourage 
himself and others. Each 
chapter explores one 
significant promise and 
reveals how it will equip 
you to overcome challeng-
ing circumstances, experi-
ence lasting security and 
make wise decisions. 

 Join this class, which 
began September 16, 
2018, on any Sunday. 
You can begin easily 
at any point. 

VBS Planning Meeting 
Sunday, February 10,  

Following Worship Service 
 

Are we interested in having a  
VBS program at Smithville in 2019? 

If so, should we have a 

Single-Day VBS? 
Week-Long VBS? 

Daytime, Evening, Weekend? 

And, most importantly, do we have 
enough interested volunteers to help 

plan, prepare, advertise, etc.? 

If you would like to see Smithville 
continue its VBS program, please join us 

on Sunday, February 10! 
Thank you, 
Patty Hogan 
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SMITHVILLE UMW 
NEWS 
 
On January 6, after the church 
service, the UMW had a pot luck 
dinner. Since the United Methodist 

Women celebrate their 150th Anniversary this year, 
we had a display table. Half of the table was 
covered with a hand-crocheted table cloth that was 
made by my husband’s grandmother many moons 
ago. I also found a china plate that belonged to my 
husband’s other grandmother, and I put an old 
Bible on that side as well. On the second half, I had 
a plastic table cloth along with a paper plate, a 
newer Bible, a tablet, and a cell phone to show the 
differences in 150 years.   

Our next meeting will be after the church service on 
March 3, and we will have a “Call to Prayer and Self 
Denial Service.” This is an opportunity for women 
to reflect on the gospel of Christ and make an 
offering that helps sustain ministry around the 
country and the world. Every year, United 
Methodist Women members participate in “A Call 
to Prayer and Self Denial” observance. This is a 
time for women to consider the meaning of self-
denial and to give sacrificially to the work of the 
Mission.   

Because the anniversary of the UMW is on March 
23 and we will be celebrating 150 years on that day, 
I am asking you to try to remember someone who 
helped you with your walk with Jesus Christ and 
write an article about that person. I think the 
people of Smithville would enjoy reading about 
people who have touched our lives and made a 
difference. I can tell you there is more than one 
person at Smithville who has helped me get 
through some tough times.    

Susan Howes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hannah Burke will celebrate  
her 99th Birthday on  

March 29, 2019. 
 

Let’s shower Hannah  
with cards on her special day! 

 

THE GREAT CHILI COOK-OFF 
CONTEST #6!! 

Saturday – February 16 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Here we go again - the Great Chili Cook-Off Contest 
#6!!  All contestants will need to be at church by 4:45 
for their chili crock-pot setup. The judges will start 
sampling by 5:15. As in past years, you can vote for the 
best chili, known as the people’s choice award. Of 
course, the judges will choose the grand champion and 
second- and third-place chilis.   

The sign-up sheet is in the Lobby by the front door. 
There are slots open for 14 contestants.  Winners will 
be announced from 6:45 to 7:00.   

Questions? Call the chili-meister, Billy Barnes, at       
301-332-9533. Good luck and may the chili gods be 
with you! 
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NEEDLES ON A 
MISSION 

 

““We always pray for 
you, and we give thanks to God . . . So we have 
continued praying for you ever since we first 
heard about you.” Colossians 1:3, 9 

God will hear me. What a solemn responsibility! 
Often, we complain of failure as if there was no help 
for it. Yet God has promised an answer to prayer to 
supply every need and give us His light and 
strength and peace. We have the responsibility to 
avail ourselves of these promises. We can feel 
confident that God‘s grace will enable us to pray as 
we should. 

Access to a God who hears prayers is meant to make 
us intercessors for others. If we have truly given 
ourselves to God for others, we share Christ’s right 
of intercession and are able to obtain the powers of 
heaven. 

The power of life and death is in our hands. In 
answer to prayer, the Spirit is poured out, souls are 
converted, believers are established. In prayer, the 
kingdom of darkness is conquered, souls are 
brought out of prison into the liberty of Christ, and 
the glory of God is revealed. Through prayer, the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, is 
used in power. 

The church needs to do the work of intercession. 
What a responsibility! Every believer must seek to 
use his or her talent in prayer for others. The more 
we understand the power of prayer that God has 
given, the more we will surrender to the work of 
intercession. 

I invite you to join us around the table on Tuesday 
afternoons between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m. During the 
month of February, we will be learning how to 
make little “Yarn Octopuses,” small yarn toys for 
shoebox gifts for Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child. Steps involved include cutting 
and braiding yarn. NO knitting or crocheting is 
involved!  Join us to either  share your talents or  
learn together with us.  Enjoy a time of fellowship, 
prayer, knitting, crocheting, quilting, or working 
with needles in other ways. Be the hands and feet of 

Jesus, sharing His love and your gift of time and 
talents to Smithville Church. 

Please let me know if someone you know needs 
prayer, or may be comforted by a prayer cloth or 
prayer shawl, threaded with prayers of love and 
hope, a gift bringing blessings of comfort, gifts of 
warmth, and the knowledge that they are loved. For 
more details about our prayer ministry, contact me 
at: sevenwings77@gmail.com.  

Blessings,  
Pat Cranford 

 

 

 

NEEDLES ON A MISSION  
BLESSINGS AND DEDICATIONS  

FOR GOD’S GLORY 

December 18, 2018  
10 Hats for  

“Caps For The Cold“  
School Children of  

Sunderland Elementary School  
[Knitted and/or Crocheted by: Janet Hines,  

Carolyn Humphrey, Brian Lesher, 
Cathy Lesher, and Alberta Watson] 

 
Blessings, 

Pat Cranford 
 
 

Life throws tough things at us! 
Don’t suffer alone. 

Reach out and  
let a Stephen Minister 

walk with you, listen to you, and provide the 
Christian care, encouragement, and spiritual 

support you need.      
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about how to receive this 
CONFIDENTIAL care, contact Betty Nobles at 

301-855-8327 or bjntwn@gmail.com or 
Pastor Jeannie at revpjmarsh@gmail.com. 
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SERVANTS (VOLUNTEERS) NEEDED 

 
First, let me thank you for allowing me to share the administrative ministries of the church.  
Several folks have volunteered to be responsible for various tasks.  There are a few items that 
still need leadership.  Please see Pastor Jeannie if you have questions. Training is available. 
 
Weekly Worship  
PowerPoint Presentation for Worship (experience with PowerPoint is necessary) 
 
Lobby TV 
Monthly – prepare the PowerPoint presentation for the lobby (computer experience necessary) 
 
Administration 
Various office tasks:  printing/cutting inserts for bulletins; etc. 
 
Membership Secretary -- Maintain the database for church membership records  
 (computer experience necessary) 
 
Poinsettia Coordinator 
1. Order from Greenstreet Gardens 
2. Coordinate delivery date 
3. Coordinate help for delivery and sanctuary placement 
4. Keep watered 
5. Donate/Discard in January 

 

 

 
 

Dear Smithville United Methodist, 
From all of us at Project ECHO… 

Thanks! 
 

On behalf of Project ECHO, thank you for your donation of $400. 
We appreciate your kindness and support in helping the homeless. 

 
God Bless, 

 
Lou Hony 

House Manager 
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CHESAPEAKE RAMBLERS 
The Chesapeake Ramblers is a group of people who 
enjoy traveling and fellowship. The group meets 
regularly at the Cedar Grove United Methodist 
Church (CGUMC) in Deale, MD, to board a bus for 
scheduled fun trips to places of interest and to 
attend music, theater, and religious performances 
and to participate in other activities, such as cruises. 
These events are day trips within the Maryland, 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania areas. 

2019 Event Schedule 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you would like to consider joining the 
Chesapeake Ramblers for a trip or activity and 
would like general information, please contact Kay 
Campbell. For more specific information, for a 
complete list of all meetings, and/or to make 
reservations for a trip, please call:   Evelyn Broyles 
at 410-867-2818 or Bill Kline at 301-627-6355 or         
240-619-6416. 

Annual Dues for Members:  $10.00.  Payment for 
each trip event is due on the tenth day of the 
preceding month.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Feb 07 Trip to the Bible Museum, Washington, D.C.  
Depart GCUMC @ 9:00 a.m. 
No Lunch. You may purchase food at the 
museum or wait until later to have lunch. 
Members: $25.  

Mar 28 Trip to Goddard Space Flight Center, 
Greenbelt, MD, with lunch at the Seafood 
Palace.  Cost: $50. 

Apr 11 Noon meeting at GCUMC. Bring lunch. 
May 09 Boat Ride on C&D Canal, Lunch in 

Chesapeake City, Visit to Horse Farm. Cost: 
$80. 

Jun 27 Trip to Totem Pole Playhouse, Fayetteville, 
PA. Show: “Smoke on the Mountain” tells of 
a Saturday Night Gospel Sing at a North 
Carolina Church in the Smokey Mountains. 
Lunch at Mrs. Gibble’s Restaurant. Depart 
CGUMC @ 8:30 a.m.  Cost: $100. 

Jul 11 Annual Picnic (Covered Dish) – Noon at 
CGUMC 

Sep 
04 

Trip to Toby’s Dinner Theater, Columbia, 
MD. Show: “Mamma Mia.” Depart         
CGUMC @ 9:00 a.m.  Cost: $90. 

Oct 09 Riverside Theater, Fredericksburg, VA. 
Show: “Annie.” Depart CGUMC @  9:00 a.m.  
Cost: $100. 

Nov 
20 

American Music Theater, Lancaster, PA. 
Christmas Show with Lunch at Miller’s. 
Depart CGUMC @ 7:00 a.m.  Cost: $120. 

Dec 12 Christmas Party – Noon @ CGUMC. 
Covered Dish Lunch and Gift Exchange.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Thank you, Marianna Moxley and all 
those who provided a delicious Sounds of 
Christmas Reception. This was an evening 
of beautiful music, great food, and joyous 
fellowship. 
        Thank you, Anita Brown and Kay 
Campbell, for the beautiful Christmas Tree 
in the Lobby. What a precious welcome to 
all who entered during the Christmas 
Season! 
        Thank you, Sharon Fondelier, Jackie 
Smith, and all who participated in 
decorating the Sanctuary and outdoor 
building for the season. These magnificent 
arrangements contributed so much not only 
to the beauty of SUMC, but to the spirit of 
the season. 

 
Your contributions are  

greatly appreciated! 
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NEXT ISSUE OF THE 
BEACON 

Articles for the next issue of our 
newsletter are due by noon on Tuesday, 
February 12.   Articles may be emailed to 
sthumphrey@comcast.net or may be 
placed in my mailbox. 

Carolyn Humphrey 
 
 
 

 

ADDRESS LIST 
FOR THOSE IN OUR 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

 Students Away at College: 

   

 
Hannah Burke Sarah Foster 
2071 McCracken Drive York College of PA 
Dunkirk, MD 20754 Attn: Sarah Foster 
 Northside Commons 
Leila Dunlap Box #529 
P.O. Box 575 441 Country Club Road 
Mt. Enterprise, TX 75681 York, PA 17403-3651 
  
Homer Hall Chris Howes 
The Hermitage 14 Colvin Circle 
13325 Dowell Road Troy, NY 12180 

  Solomons, MD 20688  
 Lexi Nobles 

 Helen Hendricks 73 Orange Street, Unit D 
 8933 Chesapeake Avenue, Apt. 204A St. Augustine, FL  32084 
North Beach, MD 20714  

 Kaitlin Riggleman 
Mildred Howes TU Unit 0311 
4375 Ferry Landing Road 8000 York Road 
Dunkirk, MD 20754 Towson, MD 21252 
  
Mary Rodes Sarah Wessinger 
9807 Empire Court CCU-Box 51266 

 Dunkirk, MD 20754 
 

107 Founders Drive 
Conway, SC 29526 

Lois Wade 
 420 West Dares Beach Road, Apt. 213  
 Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
 
 Alberta Watson 
 11011 Southern Maryland Boulevard 
 Dunkirk, MD 20754 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
Howard and Marsha Trott have 
moved. Their new address is: 
 

Spring Ridge Apartments 
6351 Spring Ridge Parkway 
Apt. 106 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 

HEART TO HEART MINISTRY 

 
Please remember to visit, make a call, or send a card to 
our members who are not able to join us in worship. 
You are being the hands and feet of Jesus by showing 
God’s love. 

Praise God for the caring hearts of our church family. 

For more information about this ministry, please see 
Betty Nobles.  
 
 



 

 

 
THE BEACON                               February 2019 
Smithville United Methodist Church 
3005 Ferry Landing Road, Dunkirk, MD 20754 
Rev. Dr. Jeannie Marsh 

Visit our website: 
http://www.smithvilleumcdunkirk.org 

Email: smithvilleumcdunkirk@gmail.com  
Telephone: 410-257-3160  
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 February 2019 
 Sun 10 VBS Planning Meeting – 11:15 a.m. 
 Tue 12 Newsletter Articles Due by Noon 
 Tue 12 Trustees Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 
 Thu 14 Valentine’s Day 
 Sat 16 Chili Cook-Off Contest – 6:00 p.m. 
 Mon  18 President’s Day 
 Fri 22 Writers by the Bay – 7:00 to 11:30 p.m. 

Catch Fire in 50 Days Small Group Meeting:         
Sunday Mornings at 8:45 am.  

and Tuesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

                     Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education 
Students Will Meet in the Sanctuary  

Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
PreK and Elementary – Room 110 

Middle and High School – Room 108 
Students Will Remain in Worship  

on Communion Sundays 
Adult Classes and Study Groups  

Will Meet at 8:45 a.m. 
 

Weekly Events 
       Tue        Needles on a Mission 
                    1:00 p.m.  –  4:00 p.m. 
       Wed     Praise Team Rehearsal – 6:30 p.m. 

Even on my servants, both 
men and women, I will pour 
out my SPIRIT in those days.   
Acts 2:22 


